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society of Exeter Hall; and there was every reason, 
therefore, to believe that the effect of these stupendous 
pieces of choral writing, which so vividly demonstrate 
the peculiar and exclusive genius of Handel, would in 
every way be worthy of the occasion. In our notes upon 
the doings of the two preceding days we have dwelt upon 
the character and quality of the choral displays. The 
impressions then established were not altered on the 
Friday. The delivery, intrinsically, was signally majestic ; 
but could it have been possible to realise the full strength 
of the four thousand voices and instruments — the strength, 
we mean, that would be realised in a more confined 
area — the sublimity of the effect would have been match- 
less. That the delivery of the chain of choruses con- 
stituting the first part of the oratorio, the most picturesque 
and the most imposing ever written, were sung with 
fulness and body cannot be denied, but certainly not 
without frequent deviations from the compactness so 
essential to perfection. Some of the choruses came out 
splendidly ; among thenrthe famous " Hailstone," which 
was encored, and the equally popular "Horse and his 
rider." The choristers, in a word, acquitted them- 
selves most honourably throughout. The two solo 
singers who commanded the most attention were Mdlle. 
Titiens and Mr. Sims Reeves. The glorious voice of 
the former told magnificently in the great declamatory 
song, " Sing to the Lord ;" and the latter threw his 
best energy into the air, " The enemy said," and 
challenged an irresistible appeal for repetition. Mr. Sims 
Reeves in this song made unquestionably one of the great 
solo points of the Festival ; he cast his entire soul and 
voice into it, and with a result as triumphant as it was 
exciting. Madame Eudersdorff was associated with 
Mdlle. Titiens in the duet " The Lord is my strength ; " 
and the remainder of the solo parts were sung by Madame 
Sainton Dolby, Mr. Weiss, and Signor Belletti. At the 
conclusion of the oratorio the National Anthem was sung 
by the choir. Mr. Costa was vociferously cheered 
by both audience and orchestra. And so ended the 
Handel Festival, which has certainly been the musical 
event of the season ; and the organization of which — so 
judicious and so complete — reflects the highest credit 
upon all concerned in it. 

As regards the general effect of this vast body of sound, 
and the general adaptation of the building, with its im- 
provements, opinions have been much at variance. The 
disappointment felt in the want of loudness has been gene- 
rally expressed — that is, as to the sonorousness which we 
find associated with the ordinary choral demonstrations of 
the Sacred Harmonic Society at Exeter Hall, where there 
is no dispersion of the sound, and where it at once comes 
hack upon the ear sharply and brilliantly. In the Crystal 
Palace this can never be, from the open character of the 
building, which must inevitably deaden whatever sounds 
are projected into it. Still, the grandeur and potency 
of the accumulated voices are obvious, while the almost 
utter demolition of echo by the new arrangements, con- 
fers an advantage which cannot be over-estimated. The 
choruses were no doubt heard under different conditions of 
value, according to the position of the auditor. There must 
be one point in the transept — the point where the direct 
lines of sound unite — where the effect must be astound- 
ingly large and definite. Elsewhere they are more or less 
varied, and, coincidently, more or less good. But there 
could he no doubt of the general incommensurateness of 
the results with the gigantic vastness of the means em- 
ployed. Nothing, on the other hand, could exceed the 
external glory of the Festival, and the imposing solemnity 
of the tribute to the genius of the great sacred composer 
whose name has become so cherished and so exalted in 
this country. The choral singing was characterised by 
some drawbacks. We maintain that it is wholly im- 
possible to get absolute perfection from a body of voices, 
the enormous number of which must inevitably be fatal to 
precision of attack, notwithstanding the alertness of the 
conductor — and Mr. Costa, we all know, is superhuman, 



The weightier the sound the slower it travels, and, like the 
pedal pipes of an organ, there is not an immediate response, 
so far as the ear is qualified to determine. The difference 
that thus exists between acute and grave sounds was per- 
ceptible throughout the Festival, and generated that sen- 
timent of incohesion which, if it did not exactly spoil the 
music, did it occasional wrong. But it is useless to com- 
plain of these defects. They are chiefly to be attributed 
to the treacherous recognition of the ear in an unlimited 
area, where the sound is necessarily propagated unevenly, 
and where there are normal disadvantages which no inge- 
nuity — unless it is directed to the inclosure of the entire 
transept— can possibly overcome. The solos partook of 
the same inequalities, dependent upon the physical cha- 
racteristics of the voices which uttered them. Mr. Sims 
Reeves's best effects — those of his lovely sotto voce — counted 
for little. The visitors in his immediate vicinity were 
doubtless not defrauded of their often-tasted pleasures in 
this respect, but those in the remoter districts fared but 
indifferently ; and this may be said of all the solo music 
requiring a subdued sound, but in the louder strains the 
physical potency of the singers enabled their voices to be 
heard with more effect. 

It would be unjust to conclude without special mention 
of those who, in addition to Mr. Bowley, have laboured 
hard to carry this great undertaking through. Mr. J. F. 
Puttick was entrusted with the country musical corres- 
pondence, the engagements and payment of provincial 
and professional performers, which involved great labour 
and anxiety. Mr. D. Hill, Mr. Husk, Mr. Carmichael, 
Mr. Durlacher, and Mr. Sherrard, principal honorary 
superintendents of the orchestra, with their staff of assist- 
ants, brought their several departments into perfect 
working order. The superintendence of the issue of 
tickets at Exeter Hall was undertaken by Mr. Stewart, 
and that at the Crystal Palace by Mr. Wilkinson, while 
the convenience of the audience at the Crystal Palace was 
provided for by Mr. David Sims, Mr. Withal, and Mr. 
Mitchell, with an able regiment of stewards, two hundred 
strong. Mr. Waugh and his boys again undertook the 
issue of the books of words; while Mr. Peck and his 
assistant librarians supplied the immense orchestra with 
the requisite music-parts. In the general arrangements 
the Committee were assisted by the President of the 
Sacred Harmonic Society, Mr. Harrison, and the Hono- 
rary Secretary, Mr. Brewer, both of whom have been 
associated with the institution since its commencement, 
upwards of thirty years ago. It may be also mentioned 
that on the day of the rehearsal there were 19,163 
persons present; on Monday there were 15,694 j on 
Wednesday, 14,143 ; and on Friday, 18,507. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

C.W.E. is informed that the Glees he enquires about are published by 
Messrs. Cocks. 
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Aberayron. — On Tuesday, June the 24th, a concert 
was given at the County Hall, in the above town, by 
Messrs. E. Edwards, W. Samuel, C. James, and Eos 
Bradwen, assisted by Mr. Brook, organist of St. Michael's 
Church. 

Aberystwith. — The members of the Choral Society 
gave two concerts at the Town Hall, on the 25th of June. 
The principal singers were the Misses Mary and Anne 
Edwards, and Messrs. Jones, James, Edwards, Samuel, 
and Bradwen. Conductor, Mr. Edwards ; accompanyist, 
Mr. Brooke. 

Barton-on-Humbee and Appleby. — Several choral fes- 
tivals have lately been held at both these places, under 
the musical supervision of Mr. Porter, organist of Barton. 
Every district has several choirs, mustering about 150 
voices in each district, and the manner in which they 
went through their parts elicited much praise. There is 
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every prospect of these interesting meetings becoming 
annual, as they afford pleasure to the choirs, and cause a 
little healthy emulation among them. 

Bath. — A New Organ, made by Mr. Swcetland, was 
opened at the United Free Methodist Chapel, Iladstock, 
on Thursday, the 17th ult. Mr. J. W. Pearson, of this 
city presided at the instrument. Great satisfaction was 
expressed by the congregation with the tone and finish of 
the organ. 

Bradford. — A series of classical performances by local 
professionals have (during the last six weeks) been given 
at the organ manufactory of Mr. Nicholson of Leeds-road, 
Bradford, in order to test the merits of a large organ 
built under the inspection of William Jackson, Esq., for 
a church at Melbourne, in Australia. Whether as regards 
tone or workmanship, the organ reflects great credit upon 
the builder, 

Brixton. — A concert was given in St. John's Schools, 
Angell Town, on Tuesday, July 22nd, in aid of St. John's 
Church Improvement Fund, under the direction of Mr. 
W. H. Starey, Organist of the Church. The vocalists 
were Mrs. It. Limpus, Miss Withers, Mr. K. Limpus, 
R.A.M., and the London Quartett Union. George Fox 
played a brilliant fantasia on airs from Maritana on the 
pianoforte, in a very masterly manner. The concert was 
highly successful, and reflected great credit on all con- 
cerned. Mr. H. L. Morley and Mr. R. Limpus accom- 
panied. 

Bvthorne (Huntingdonshire). — On Monday, June 
the 24th, a vocal and instrumental concert was given by 
the members of the Bythorne Singing Class, under the 
direction of Mr. W. Randall, of Wellingborough. The prin- 
cipal vocalists were the Misses Ladd and the Misses 
Walker, Mr. Eaton, and Mr. Randall. Mrs. Diston 
(Bythorne Rectory), Mrs. Clarkeson (Woolworth Rectory), 
and Mrs. Goodman (Keystone Rectory) presided at the 
harmonium and pianoforte. 

Cabrmarthbn. — At the Musical Contest of the prin- 
cipal Choirs of South Wales, held at the Market Place in 
this town, on the 1st of July, upwards of £50 was awarded 
for the best choral and part-singing. The Aherdare 
Choir, conducted by Mr. Helmore, and the Swansea 
Valley Choral Association, conducted by Mr. William 
Griffiths, carried away the chief prizes. Eleven choirs 
from various counties contended. Dr. Davies, of Swansea, 
officiated as judge. We understand that upwards of £100 
were added to the funds of the Caermarthen Infirmary 
through the success of the meeting. 

Crystal Palace. — The Dramatic College Fete — one 
of the great events of the year at the Crystal Palace — took 
place on Saturday and Monday, the 19th and 21st of July. 
The ladies and gentlemen of the corps dramatique did every 
thing in their power to amuse their patrons. Foremost 
among the amusements were the Fancy Fair, for which 
nearly forty ladies, the leading members of the dramatic pro- 
fession, held stalls. The fair was opened at twelve o'clock 
by proclamation of the herald, Mr. F. Romer. The great 
concert-room at the Palace was enclosed and fitted up as 
a theatre, with scenery and appointments. In it was 
played what was humorously described as a '' New Sen- 
sation Drama in the style of Old Bartholomew Fair." 
alternately with a new burlesque by Mr. H. J. Byron, 
entitled "The Rosebud of Stinging nettle Farm, or the 
villainous Squire and the virtuous Villager," (being as 
domestic a drama as could be done in a quarter of an hour). 
Aunt. Sally was kept by Mr. Buckstone and other cele- 
brated artistes j Poses Plastiques (newly and beautifully 
attired) by Mr. James Rogers, of the Strand Theatre ; 
a Photographic establishment (by an entirely novel and 
original process) by Mr. Toole and Mr. Paul Bedford ; a 
Cirque Olympique was opened under the direction of an 
experienced manager; a Royal Punch and Judy, under 
the care of " Little Clarke," of the Haymarket ; besides 
the preceding there was an endless variety of enter- 
tainments. The public had no reason to regret en- 



couraging, by their presence, the efforts of the ladies and 
gentlemen of the dramatic profession to establish their 
excellent charity at Woking on a lasting foundation. 

Exeter Hall. — The Cecilian Choir gave a concert in 
the Minor Hall, on the 7ih ult., when a variety of glees 
and parr-songs were performed with tolerable accuracy. 
Misses Ward, Pearson, Young, and Riseam, and Messrs. 
Bliss, Simmonds. Bendall. and others were the soloists. 
Mr. Whittom accompanied ; and Mr. James Robinson 
conducted. This society was only established in March 
last, therefore much could not be expected of them. 

Hanover Square Rooms. — Miss L'zzie Wilson's an- 
nual concert took place at these rooms on the 26th of 
July. The vocalists were Mddle Elvira Beyrens and 
Miss Wilson, Herr Reichardt and Herr Formes. Piano- 
forte, Miss Summerhayes and Herr Ganz. Conductors, 
Herr Ganz and Mr. G. Lake. Miss Lizzie Wilson's 
singing was much admired, particularly in Mozart's 
" Dove sono," and in " La ci darem," which she sung 
with Herr Formes, and a new song composed expressly 
for her by Mr. Ramsey. 

Leyton. — Miss E. Hudson gave an Evening Concert 
at the School-rooms, Leyton. on the 17th of June. Vo- 
calists, Miss Lizzie Wilson, Miss E.Armstrong, and Miss 
E. Boden, Mr. Hubbard, and Mr. W. Smith. 

Maidpord. — The Church Choir of this village gave 
their third annual sacred vocal concert on the 8th of July. 
The programme consisted of a selection of choruses, 
anthems, &c. Mr. T. Chambers conducted. 

Memorial Window to the late Vincent Novello. 
— The project to erect a suitable monument in England to 
commemorate the musical labors of this industrious com- 
poser and editor, is to be carried into effect by the erection 
of an appropriate stained glass window in Westminster 
Abbey, which is now being prepared by Messrs. Lavers 
and Barraud of Endel Street, Bloomsbury. The Dean and 
Chapter of Westminster have most handsomely granted a 
site in the North Transept front for the window. 

Organ appointments. — Mr. T. Walsh has been ap- 
pointed organist of Ealing Church. Mr. Ellis Jones 

has been appointed organist of St. Anne's Church, Wands- 
worth. Surrey. Mr. W. Lemare has been appointed 

organist to the Chapel of Ease, Stockwell. 

Oxford. — On Saturday, July the 4th, the degree of 
Bachelor of Music was conferred upon Mr. Henry Hiles. 
The exercise upon which the degree was confirmed, was a 
setting in eight parts of the 90th Psalm, of which report 
speaks highly. 

Petersham. — The organ in the Petersham Church 
having been remodelled and enlarged by Messrs. Bryceson, 
under the superintendence of the organist, Mr James 
William Etherington, was opened by him on Sunday, 
June 22nd, when sn amateur choir assisted in the service, 
and a sermon in aid of the organ fund was preached by 
the Rev. Horace Roberts, M A. 

Salisbury. — On Wednesday. July 9th, a concert was 
given in connexion with the Western Archery meeting 
(this year held at Salisbury) by Mr. Aylward, in the As- 
sembly-rooms of that city. The vocalists engaged were 
Miss Ransford, Mrs Winn, Mr Westmorland, and Mr. 
Winn. Concertina, Mr. R. Blagrove; pianoforte, Mr. 
Sydney Smith ; and the band of the First Wilts. Rifle 
Volunteers, conducted by Mr. Aylward. 

Sharnbrook (Bedfordshire). — On Monday, July 14th, 
a vocal and instrumental concert was given by the mem- 
bers of the Sharnbrook Singing Class. The music was 
sacred and secular. Mr. Clarke presided at the harmo- 
nium ; Mr. Randal conducted. 

St. Alban's. — An amateur musical performance took 
place at the Abbey on the 3rd ult., with the object of 
forming a fund to establish an efficient choir, and towards 
the ultimate completion of the organ. It is also intended 
to institute a periodical musical festival, at the Abbey 
Church, to promote the cultivation of a taste for church 
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music in the neighbourhood. The principal singers on 
the 3rd were Miss Steele, Miss Martin, Mrs. Boyd, Miss 
Annie Cox, Mr. Taylor, and Mr. Matthews. Organist, 
Mr. Pitts ; conductor, Mr. Booth 

St. James's Hall. — Musical Society. — The second 
conversazione of this society took place on Wedensday 
evening, he 2nd of JuJy. A large company — most of 
the visitors will-known members of literature and art — 
were present. The arrangements, planned under the di 
rection of Mr. Charles Salaman, were as liberal and as 
interesting as upon former occasions. Among the objects 
placed for inspection were a variety of ancient instru- 
ments, namely, spinets, virginals zitterns, theorbos, viols 
da gamba, double harpsichords, &c, besides manuscripts 
by Beethoven, Mozart, Handel, Viotti, and others; and 
the autographs, pictures, stereoscopes, and miscellaneous 
works of art. that are commonly lent for display at these 
meetings. The performers at the concert included Mdlle. 
Bochholtz Falconi, Madame Guerrabella, M. de Fontanier, 
Miss Ellen Williams. M. Arthur Napoleon, Mr. Wall- 
worth, the brothers Holmes, and Mr. Charles Salaman. 

Swansea. — A new musical society, called the Swansea 
Valley Choral Association, has recently been established 
here, consisting of 150 efficient members, including the 
leading singers of upwards of twenty places of worship of 
various denominations. An entire performance of the 
Messiah is promised by them at an early date. 

St. Swithin's Choral Association.- — The first con- 
cert of this Society took place on the 17th ult., at the 
British Institution, City Road. Accompanyists, Messrs. 
Farre and Bates. Conductor, Mr. Deuvall. 

Theobald's Road. — On the 30th of June, an amateur 
concert was given at the School-room, in connection with 
the parish of St George the Martyr, Queen's Square, in 
aid of the funds for the erection of new School rooms. 
Among the vocalists were Miss Cole, Miss Sherrard, 
Messrs. Wilcock. Eagleton, Giles, and Beardwell. The 
choir of the church, under the direction of Mr. Wilmot 
the organist, coutributed several concerted pieces. 

Titchbobne Street . The St. John's Choral Class 

gave their first evening concert, on Thursday, July 
10th, at the St. John s School-rooms, Tirchborne Street, 
Edgware Road. The principal singers were Miss Agnes 
Ward, Messrs. W. and B. Congreve, Meek, and Green. 
Mr. B Congreve was the conductor, and Miss E. Congreve 
presided at the pianoforte. 

West Derby School A choral society has been es- 
tablished here with great suceess, the Rector of the parish 
is president, and Mr. Ridley the appointed conductor. 

Whitbv. — Miss Maria Wilson, of Hull, and Messrs. 
Plowman, Hird, Hudson, Holmes, and Turner of York, 
gave two conceris in St. Hilda's Hall, on the 22nd of July, 

Whittington Hall Madame Arnanclu gave her 

annual evening concert at this Hall, on Thursday, the 
3rd ult... when she was assisted by the following artistes: 
Miss Lizzie Wilson, Madame Leslie, Mr. Stanley Mayo, 
and Mr. Ridcut. Conductor, Mr Bennett Smith. 

Workington. The Choral Society, established and 

conducted by Dr. Leslie, the organist of St. John's 
Church, gave their first concert in the Assembly-room, on 
Thursday evening, the 3rd ult., comprising a selection of 
sacred and secular music. Dr. Leslie presided at the 
harmonium, and in the third part gave, with much taste, 
a beautiful cornet solo, accompanied by Mr. R. Walker. 
The society now commences rehearsing the Messiah for 
the next concert. 

York.— A new organ has lately been built by Mr. 
Postill for the Church of St Crux, in this city which was 
opened on the 13th of June. Mr. Barnby presided at 
the instrument, and brought out its capabilities with 
great effect. The musical portions of the service were 
we 1 sung by the cathedral choir, who gave their as- 
sistance upon this occasion. The organ is said to be one 
of the finest, for richness and brilliancy of tone, ever pro- 
duced at Mr. PostiU's establishment. 



Ystalyfera. — The Swansea Valley Choral Association 
gave a conceit at this place on the 28th of June, under 
the direction of Mr.W. Griffiths, when the programme con- 
sisted of a selection from the works of Handel, Mendels- 
sohn and others. Mr. Flicker, of Swansea, presided at 
the pianoforte. 

Ystkadgynlais. — At Cwmtwrich Chapel, on the 30th 
of June, a concert of sacred and secular music was given 
by the Swansea Valley Choral Association. The per- 
formance, which was conducted by Mr.W. Griffiths, gave 
great satisfaction. 



TO ORGAN STUDENTS.— For Sale, a Grand Piano- 
forte, 6^-octaves, by Broadwood, and set of pedals, 
aj-octaves, in good condition. Price £io. Address, X. V.Z., 
Messrs. Spon, 16, Bucklersbury, E.C. 



ORGAN FOR SALE, a Bargain, CC, 8 stops ; suitable 
for chuich, or chapel. Apply, M. J., 4, Grove-street, 
Camden-town. 



ORGAN BUILDERS (Amateur)and others. — Finger Organ, 
4^-octaves, 14 draw stops, chiefly metal pipes, one rank, 
reeds, trumpet, front speaking pipes, will be sold cheap, the 
room being wanted. Apply at 9, St. John-street-road, E.C. 



NOVELLO'S 

OCTAVO EDITION OF 

CHURCH SERVICES. 

In Vocal Score, with a separate accompaniment for the 
Organ. 

W. JACKSON (of Exeter), in F. 
Complete ... 8d. 
No. 1 Te Deum ... 

2 Jubilate and Kyrie 

3 Sanctus, Doxology, and Nicene Creed ... 

4 Cantate Domino and Dens misereatur ... 

BOYCE and ARNOLD, in A. 
Complete ... 9d. 
TeDeum ... 
Jubilate and Kyrie 
Sanctus and Nicene Creed 
Magnificat and Nunc dimittis 

CHARLES KING, in F. 
Complete ... ... 9d. 

Te Deum ... 

Jubilate 

Sanctus (by John Davy) and Kyrie 
Nicene Creed ... 
Magnificat and Nunc dimittis... 
THOMAS BRIDGEWATER, in A. 
Complete ... 9d. 

TeDeum ... 
Jubilate 

Sanctus and Kyrie ... 
Cantate Domino and Dcus misereatur ... 
DR. J. CLARKE WHITFELD, in E. 

Complete ... 9d. 

TeDeum ... 
Jubilate 

Sanctus, Kyrie, and Doxology... 
Nicene Creed ... 
Magnificat and Nunc dimittis 

THOMAS ATTWOOD, in F. 
Complete ... 9d. 
Te Deum ... 
Jubilate 
Sanctus and Kyrie ... ... 

Magnificat 
Nunc dimittis 

THOMAS EBDON, in C. 

No. 28 Magnificat and Nunc dimittis ... 4 

To be continued. 

Novello & Co., 69, Dean Street, Soho, and 35, Poultry. 
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